
SHRINKING SPACE FOR TRUTH
PRESS FREEDOM IN THE PHILIPPINES



• Started as a Facebook page 
in 2011 

• Launched website in 2012 
• Journalists given full editorial 

and management control





SPACE 
SHRINKERS:

• GOVERNMENT 
ATTACKS 

• ONLINE ATTACKS



GOVERNMENT ATTACKS ON RAPPLER

• Securities and Exchange Commission decision to revoke license 
(not final and executory) 

• Cyberlibel case over a 2012 story (dismissed for lack of legal 
basis, then revived) 

• P133-million tax evasion complaint 

• Department of Education terminates project with Rappler 

• Presidential coverage ban



7 GOVERNMENT OFFICES AFTER RAPPLER

• Malacañang Palace 

• Office of Solicitor-General 

• Department of Justice 

• National Bureau of 
Investigation 

• Securities and Exchange 
Commission 

• Bureau of Internal Revenue 

• Department of Education





 DUTERTE’S BAN

• Reason from Palace: 
“annoyance” with Rappler 

• No written order 

• Ban from entire Malacañang 
complex 

• No Rappler reporter can 
cover his events 

• No timeframe



ONLINE ATTACKS



CYBERBULLYING, ONLINE HARASSMENT OF 
JOURNALISTS

• Hateful, hurtful, baseless, 
discriminatory, repeated attacks 
meant to embarrass and silence 
the victim. 



TRUTH UNDER SIEGE

Anonymous and fake accounts influenced and rallied real people to 
create and spread memes with simple, unified messages:
• ”Bias” – that media groups are biased against Duterte.
• “Bayaran”/“Presstitutes” – that journalists are paid and corrupt.
• “Oligarchs” – Class war, and that journalists work for vested 

interests.
• “Clickbait” – that media groups are commercial interests so they 

use clickbait headlines for cash initiatives.
• “Yellow” – DDS vs Yellow; that the media is involved in a movement 

to bring back the Aquino government, and that if you are critical of 
the administration, you are anti-change and not pro-country

• “Fake News, Misinformation” – that the media is the source of fake 
news and misinformation



FAKE NEWS



DISINFORMATION CAMPAIGNS



BOTS
a program written to 
give an automated 
response to posts on 
social media, creating 
the perception that 
there’s a tidal wave of 
public opinion. Since 
this is machine-driven, 
it can manufacture 
thousands of posts 
per minute.

#SmartFREEInternet vs #LieMore, #LieMorePa



\

FAKE ACCOUNTS
a manufactured 
online identity, 
sometimes also 
considered a 
troll depending 
on the 
account’s 
behavior.



SOCKPUPPETS
used to either amplify 
a message, drown out 
a contrary or 
conflicting message, 
or even create a false 
sense of the 
popularity of an idea 
or cause through 
amplification and 
spread.



• A supposed ‘software analyst at ABS CBN (but is not)
• Uses photo of Kpop group Girl’s Generation’s Im Yoona
• 21 friends
• Tied to over 160 groups and other OFW groups

• Linked to over 2.8 million accounts



TROLLS
real accounts 
sowing anger and 
hatred. Not all 
trolls are part of 
a paid propaganda 
campaign, but for 
those who are, 
they can get paid 
up to P100,000/
month.



THEIR STRATEGY?

“Death by a thousand cuts” 
•  lies and half-truths that fabricate an alternative reality by merging 

the power of bots, trolls, and fake accounts, sometimes with 
personal attacks, to sow fear, doubt, and manipulate real people



WHAT JOURNALISTS ARE DOING

‣ Hold the powerful 
accountable 

‣ Biased for the truth 
‣ Research. Verify sources. 

Attribute.
‣ Speak truth. Debunk 

lies.
‣ Be innovative
‣ Engage and believe in the 

good
‣ Fight for democracy. 
‣ Push for positive change. 











— Thomas Jefferson

“OUR LIBERTY DEPENDS ON 
THE FREEDOM OF THE 

PRESS, AND THAT CANNOT 
BE LIMITED WITHOUT BEING 

LOST.”


